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Challenge #1: 

Drop small objects into a 
jar one-at-time. Notice 

the different sounds. 
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 Challenge #2: 
[ADULT: Have child close his/her eyes] 

Identify the small objects 
by the sound made when 
dropped into a glass jar. 
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Challenge #3: 
[ADULT: Fill glass jars with varying 

amounts of water.] 

 Using a metal spoon, tap 
on each jar. Notice the 

different sounds. 
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 Challenge #4: 
[ADULT: Fill glass jars with varying 

amounts of water.] 

Arrange the jars by note, 
from lowest to highest.  
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Challenge #5: 

Make maracas from glass 
jars or metal cans, and 

beads. Shake it!  
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 Challenge #6: 
[ADULT: Using the maracas, shake to a 

beat and discuss rhythm.] 

Match the pattern. 
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Challenge #7: 
Make a drum from a 
recycled container. 

[Use wax/parchment paper or a 
balloon as a “skin.” Hold it in place  

with a rubber band] 
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 Challenge #8: 
 [ADULT: Using the drum, tap out a 

beat and discuss rhythm.] 

Match the pattern. 
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Challenge #9: 

Make up a new 
instrument from the 

materials in the Busy Bin. 
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 Challenge #10: 

Make up a new 
instrument from other 

household objects.  
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Challenge #11: 

Play a song with your 
instruments. Have 

someone guess the tune! 
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Challenge #12: 

Make up a new song using 
your instruments. Teach it 

to someone else. 
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